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on insufficient premises. Investigation will 
determine whether it is hasty or not. 

This negative statement, as to what are ap- 
parently not the sources of the story, may be 
supplemented by a positive one as to its proba- 
ble progenitors. The earliest compilation of 
stories which became popular in Europe is 
the Latin collection Disciplina clericalis, of 
Petrus Alphonsus. It was made up of moral 
tales taken from Arabian writers. This organ- 
ized invasion of the West by Oriental parables 
was aided by the many scattered anecdotes 
which pilgrims, crusaders or merchants brought 
from the East, and by shorter collections in 
manuscript, such as the one passing under the 
name of The Seven Wise Men. With their 
moral summaries lopped off.all these narratives 
may have been made acceptable to the un- 
lettered people. 

Still the appetite for stories was not created 
in western Europe by these wanderers from 
distant lands. The poem known as le Pelerin- 
age de Charlemagne is abundant proof to the 
contrary, not to mention many other early inti- 
mations of the same spirit. This native liking 
for amusing episodes soon found literary ex- 
pression in that form of poetry called fableau, 
which appeared in France by the middle of 
the twelfth century. 

Now the first prose stories in the vernacular 
of which we have any evidence are to be found 
in Italian compilations of the last part of the 
thirteenth century. The earliest of these, 
which goes by the name of Dodici Conti 
Morali, contains eight stories, some certainly 
and others presumably the abridgment of 
French fableaux or poetical conies divots. 
The Conti di Antichi Cavalieri, a little later in 
date, is more historical in theme and summar- 
izes for the most part longer French poems, 
while the Novellino of about the same period 
is a much more ambitious collection of narra- 
tives from Latin and Italian sources as well 
as French. These tales were the precursors 
of Boccaccio's novelle. They prove that al- 
ready, half a century and more before his day, 
it was the fashion to reduce the episodic 
poems of France to prose form, and multiply 
the naratives thus obtained by like themes 
gleaned from other literatures. 
The question then is whether the prose ver- 



sions of the French fableaux gave the model 
for these Italian novelle, just as the prose ro- 
mances of the Breton cycle became the start- 
ing-point for the romances of chivalry. The 
tone of the novella is certainly akin to the 
tone of the fableau, though it rises at times 
to the more respectable tale of moral instruc- 
tion. If the story began with the fableau it 
assimilated to itself all the lighter (in theme 
or form) fiction of the day, even to the reduc- 
tion to a literary narrative of the more notable 
experiences of contemporary life. The fab- 
leau spirit would seem to prevail with Boc- 
caccio, and yet the larger part of his De- 
cameron he undoubtedly owed to entirely dif- 
ferent sources. Possibly further discoveries 
of manuscripts, or the publication of what are 
already known but still neglected, may throw 
some light on the problem. Yet it would 
seem as though we have enough established 
facts to understand why the story differs from 
the novel in quality, as Dr. Deering urges, and 
not in quantity, as I affirmed. It is because 
their literary ancestors belonged to differ- 
ent clans. 

F. M. Warren. 
Adelbert College. 



CENTRAL MODERN LANGUAGE 

CONFERENCE. 
To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes. 

Dear Sirs: — The growing importance of 
educational interests in the western states has 
within the last years given rise to several or- 
ganizations. The instructors of modern lan- 
guages in western institutions have for some 
time felt the want of closer cooperation. For 
natural reasons the meetings of the Modern 
Language Association have been held almost 
exclusively in the East ; distance and expense 
have thus deprived a large number of teachers 
of the direct benefits resulting from a per- 
sonal acquaintance and a mutual exchange of 
thought and experience. 

The initiative in a movement to provide in- 
structors in the Middle West with the facilities 
of intercourse and cooperation was taken by 
representatives of the universities of Kansas, 
Nebraska, and Iowa. A circular letter issued 
in May to a number of modern-language men 
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selected from different sections called forth 
encouraging replies. On Friday, June 28, a 
preliminary meeting was held in Chicago by 
the men whose names had been suggested, to 
consider the question of a permanent organi- 
zation. The communications sent by profes- 
sors in leading institutions confirmed the con- 
viction of all members present that a far larger 
number of modern-language teachers could 
be interested by a separate organization than 
by an occasional meeting of the Modern-Lan- 
guage Association in the West. It was unani- 
mously agreed to avoid any conflict with the 
interests and support of the older association, 
and the pursuit of the common aim. The 
date of the annual meeting will be so chosen 
as to allow members to attend both associa- 
tions. 

The name of the society was decided upon 
as the Central Modern Language Con- 
ference. The following officers and com- 
mittees, to serve till the first regular conven- 
tion, were appointed : 
President: Prof. W. H. Carruth, University 

of Kansas. 
Secretary and Treasurer: Prof. H. Schmidt- 

Wartenberg, University of Chicago. 
Committee on Constitution : 

Prof. Ch. B. Wilson, Iowa State Univer- 
sity. 

Prof. G. E. Karsten, Indiana State Uni- 
versity. 

Prof. L. Fossler, Nebraska State Univer- 
sity. 
Committee on Programme : 

Prof. G. E. Karsten, Indiana State Uni- 
versity. 

Prof. Starr W. Cutting, University of 
Chicago. 

Prof. W. M. Baskervill, Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity. 

Prof. H. Edgren, Nebraska State Univer- 
sity. 
Committee on Arrangements : 

Prof. H. Schmidt-Wartenberg, Univer- 
sity of Chicago. 

Prof. A. H. Tolman, University of Chicago. 

Prof. J. D. Bruner, University of Chicago. 

The first meeting will be held at the Univer- 
sity of Chicago, December 30-January 1. Vou 
are cordially and urgently invited to attend. 



The enclosed Provisional Constitution of the 
Central Modern Language Conference will 
give an outline of the aims proposed. 

Papers to be read at the convention should 
be sent (by title) to Prof. G. E. Karsten, 
Bloomington, Indiana, as early as convenient 
— before December 1 — as a large number of 
contributions have already been secured. 

More detailed information will be issued as 
soon as the programme is definitely settled 
upon and other arrangements perfected. 

Trusting that you will lend your support to 
this undertaking and hoping for an early reply, 
I remain 

Respectfully yours, 

H. Schmidt-Wartenberg, 
Secretary of the C. M. L. A. 

Constitution of the Central Modern 

Language Conference. 

ARTICLE I. 

1. The name of this Society shall be The 
Central Modern Language Conference. 

2. Its object shall be the advancement of 
the scientific study and teaching of the modern 
languages and literatures. 

ARTICLE II. 

1. The officers shall be a President, two 
Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. 

2. There shall be an Executive Committee 
of nine, composed of the above officers and 
four other members of the Conference. 

3. The officers and the Executive Com- 
mittee shall be elected at the last session of 
each annual meeting. 

ARTICLE III. 

1. There shall be an annual meeting of the 
Conference at such place and at such time as 
at a preceding annual meeting shall have been 
determined upon. 

2. At the annual meeting, the Secretary 
and the Treasurer shall present their annual 
reports. 

3. The general arrangements of the pro- 
ceedings of the meetings shall be directed by 
the Executive Committee. 

4. The Executive Committee may call 
special meetings. 

ARTICLE IV. 

1. Any one recommended by the Executive 
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Committee may become a member of the 
Conference by the payment of two dollars, 
and may continue a member by the payment 
of the same amount each year. 

2. Failure in payment of the annual fee for 
two years shall ipso facto cause the member- 
ship to cease. 

ARTICLE V. 

1. All papers designed for the Conference 
shall be submitted, through the Secretary, to 
the Executive Committee at least one month 
in advance of the meeting, and the action of 
this Committee regarding such papers shall be 
final. 

2. Publications of the Conference, of what- 
ever kind, shall be made only under the au- 
thorization of the Executive Committee. 

ARTICLE VI. 
Amendments to this Constitution may be 
made by a vote of two-thirds of those present 
at the last session of any regular annual meet- 
ing, provided the proposed amendments have 
received the approval of the Executive Com- 
mittee. 

f Charles Bundy Wilson, 

-, ... State University of Iowa. 

Committee I Gustav E. Karsten, 

on Constitution. | State University of Indiana. 

I Laurence Fossler, 

*- State University of Nebraska. 



CENTRAL MODERN LANGUAGE 
CONFERENCE. 

To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes. 

Sirs : — The Central Modern Language Con- 
ference will have its first meeting in Chicago 
on Dec. 30 and 31, and Jan. 1st. President 
Harper will give, an address of welcome and 
papers will be presented by Professors Eggert, 
late of Vanderbilt University, Food of Albion 
College, Gerber of Earlham College, Hempl 
of Michigan University, Howe of Butler Uni- 
versity; Karsten and Leser of the University 
of Indiana; De Poyen, Schmidt-Wartenberg 
and Tolman of the University of Chicago. 
Further offers of papers will be welcome. 

G. E. Karsten, 
Chairmen of the Program Committee. 
The University of Indiana. 



BRIEF MENTION. 
The next annual meeting of the Modern 
Language Association of America will be 
held at Yale University, New Haven, Conn., 
December 26, 27, 28. The President of the 
Association, Professor James Morgan Hart, 
will deliver an address December 26, at 8 
o'clock, p. m. The following is a partial list 
of the papers which will be read at the regular 
sessions : Mr. Robert N. Corwin (Yale Uni- 
versity), "Goethe's attitude toward contem- 
porary politics ; " Prof. Gustav Gruener (Yale 
University), "The Nib elungeti lied and Sage 
in modern poetry;" Prof. J. T. Hatfield 
(Northwestern University), "John Wesley's 
translations (versions) of German hymns ; " 
Prof. Andrew Ingraham (Swain Free School), 
"Overlapping and Multiple Indications ;" Prof. 
L. Oscar Kuhns (Wesleyan University), "Treat- 
ment of Nature in the Divine Comedy;" Prof. 
M. D. Learned (University of Pennsylvania), 
"The Saga of Wilhelm Tell;" Prof. P. B. 
Marcou (Harvard University), "The origin of 
the rule forbidding hiatus in French verse : " 
Prof. John M. Manley (Brown University), 
"Marco Polo and the Squire's Tale;" Prof. 
A. R. Marsh (Harvard University), "The Com- 
parative Study of Literature;" Prof. Brander 
Matthews (Columbia University), " The Con- 
ventions of the Drama ; " Prof. Bliss Perry 
(Princeton University), " Fiction as a College 
study;" Prof. Thomas R. Price (Columbia 
University), " Troilns and Criseyde: a study 
of Chaucer's method of narrative construc- 
tion ; " Dr. J. H. Penniman (University of 
Pennsylvania), "Notes on Ben Jonson's Quarrel 
with Marston;" Prof. H. S. White (Cornell 
University), "The home of Walter von der 
Vogelweide; " Dr. Max Winkler (University 
of Michigan), " The sources of the dramaturgi- 
cal ideas of Lenz;" Prof. George M. Wahl 
(Williams College), "Goethe's Fans t and Ein 
Christlich Meynender ; " Prof. C. H. A. Wager 
(Center College), "The Seege of Troye, a 
Middle English romance;" Prof. C. B. Wright 
(Middlebury College), "Two parallel studies 
in sociology : a comparison of certain features 
in a drama by Shakespeare and one by Ibsen." 
Each member of the Association will soon 
receive a printed copy of the complete pro- 
gramme. 
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